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SOS2 is another very successful project funded by E xtended Services in Cam and Dursley.  
This Summer we engaged over 500 very hard to reach young people through partnership 
working with schools, community organisations, yout h service and other groups.  Our local 
Youth Forum which began last year thanks to SOS 200 6 were fully involved in planning 
activities and we already had credibility through p revious partnership work. 
 
We fully intend to continue working together as the  Cam and Dursley Youth Partnership and 
the Cam and Dursley Youth Forum and access funding to deliver activities in 2008.  The 
stronger the partnership becomes the more chance we  have of engaging local young people, 
motivating, supporting and encouraging them to get involved in developing their 
communities. 
 
 
 
Background and Aims of Project 
Summer off the Streets 2 is the second project of its kind in Cam and Dursley, developed by the 
successful Cam and Dursley Youth Partnership (CDYP) and funded by the Extended Services 
Department of Gloucestershire County Council. 
 
The project was aimed at providing activities for young people, particularly those aged 12 upwards, 
over the summer months in the Cam and Dursley area.  There was also a further element of youth 
consultation, this time the Cam and Dursley Youth Forum, a group of 8 very committed young 
people who got together to set up the youth forum after last year’s summer off the streets project 
undertook the consultation themselves. This year’s projects have built on the success of last year’s 
projects focusing on harder to engage target groups. 
 
What happened 
A smaller number of participants were engaged than last year but this reflected the harder to reach 
target group.  In total of 533 (includes estimated figures) young people benefited from the project 
over the summer.   
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Partner Feedback 
 
Dursley Pool and Sports Centre  

Pamper Party 
A three day course, based around providing health and 
fitness activities combined with beauty therapy and 
massage. The course was run due to the success of a 
similar course last year and from demand identified through 
consultation in Rednock School assemblies.  The days were 
broken down in to Physical, Holistic and Beauty. Physical 
activities included- African dance and drumming, aerobics. 
Holistic activities included- massage, allergy testing, waxing 
and Indian Head Massage. Beauty activities included- 
facial, makeup and nails. 
 

30 girls participated in the course, all aged between 11 and 16 years old. All young people who took 
part were white and female.  
 
All of the girls who took part came from Cam, Dursley and the surrounding areas. 
 
The event went well and the splitting of days in to themes meant the girls knew what to expect each 
day. There were some issue with persuading the girls to participate in some of the physical 
activities. 
 
Sessions were booked in advance but as the session were free to everyone on occasions girls did 
not turn up which meant contacting reserve list at short notice. These were the only issues arising 
during the event. There were no significant problems or issues of concern. 
 
The Sports Centre felt the beauty/hair approach was worth pursuing as this target group is difficult to 
engage and this is the second year running where the workshop has been oversubscribed.  
It was felt that without partnership working enabling the course to be offered FOC future courses run 
with a charge may put people off.  
 
Fit Kidz 
A one week course providing different activities each day 
running from 9am-5pm. Activities offered were; 
Swimming, Shokkwave youth fitness gym, Venue fitness 
gym, football, hockey, rounders, cricket, trampolining, 
gymnastics, basketball, nature walks, fun games, tennis, 
badminton, squash, fitness tests including beep test, 
cooking, quizzes, free time to make up their own games, 
talent shows, circuit training, aerobic classes, water 
fitness classes. 
 
100 children participated. Split of 37 girls, 63 boys. 44 of 
secondary school age, 20 aged 10 and 36 under 9. Two disable children took part in the scheme. 
 
All children who took part were from Cam and Dursley and surrounding areas. They were mixed in 
terms of socio-economic backgrounds from working families to those on benefits. The main target 
group was secondary aged children but younger siblings also took part. 
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Consultation for the event took place through Rednock School assemblies and also feedback from 
regular customers as to what they would look for in a holiday programme. 
 
The week went extremely well. The scheme was fully inclusive to all children which put an additional 
strain on the staffing resources.  
On the day of the nature walk the parents of a child using a wheelchair dropped her off at the 
destination so she was not left out. The second child became very tired on the first day but returned 
and completed the activities for the rest of the week. 
 
There was only one child who cause behaviour problems and had to be sent home on the first day. 
The issue was addressed and working with the parents mutual ground rules were set and the child 
returned to complete the rest of the week’s activities.  
 
The Sports Centre will be holding the event again but there is concern that if funding is not available 
some of the children who may have benefitted most will not be able to take part due the cost 
involved. 
 
Feedback from staff and children was excellent. 
 

 
Dursley Youth Centre – Scratch N SK8 
Festival 
Cam Skate Park, once again, played host to 
Cam and Dursley’s ‘back by popular demand’ 
Scratch ‘n’ sk8 festival over the summer.  This 
year’s festival saw a different set of bands take 
to the stage. The main stage showcased an 
array of bands and solo artists ranging from the 
regionally acclaimed right through to bands just 
starting out on their journey to stardom, the 
event, once again, had plenty to offer. In addition 
to the main stage, tucked neatly beside the skate 
park full of young people demonstrating that 
gnarly tricks are not strictly reserved for the pros, 
was the Scratch DJ tent. Over the duration of the 

event many new faces stepped up to the mike to give the crowd a glimpse of potential talent, 
seemingly abundant in the local area. 
 
With Henna Tattooing, felt making, inflatable tunnels and circus skills workshops for the 200 plus 
young people, boredom was never an option. Unlike the blue skies of the previous year the weather 
was less than charitable. However, never to be down heartened, the festival organisers, along with 
any stander-by who could be dragged in to help in the rain, risked life and sometimes limb to erect 
the main marquee. The atmosphere was one of camaraderie and bacon sarnies were an impromptu 
welcome relief after a lesson in BBQ lighting in damp weather conditions.   
 
The festival, headed up once again by Youth Worker Danny James, was an example of community 
collaboration of the highest level. Cam and Dursley Youth Partnership (CDYP) –a partnership of 
young person centred agencies in and around Cam and Dursley- was key in developing and 
coordinating the event. The build up to the four days saw festival management to rival the 
Glastonbury! Continued, active, support from Cam Parish Council, gave the festival the credence it 
richly deserves with both residents and young people alike. The 2007 Scratch ‘n’ Sk8 festival 
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remains a success to rival its debut last year. Truly a festival designed by the community, performed 
by members of the community, for the benefit of the young people within the community. 
Consultation took place during the event in the form of postcards with the assistance of the Cam & 
Dursley Youth Forum. 
 
Approx 200  young people aged between 11 – 19 attended the event.  These were a range of young 
people from rural areas, some with negative peer groups and some at risk from crime and exclusion. 
 
Feedback was very positive from those who specifically came to attend the event and those who 
happened upon it by a chance visit to the park.  
 
Scratch’n’Sk8 2008 will hopefully be planned early next year but will rely heavily on funding from 
‘Summer off the Streets’. 
 
GL11 Community Project – Summer at the Den 

A 4 week programme of 1 day a week for 
children aged between 6 and 14.  The 
programme included Street dance, Digital 
photography Walks, Circus Skills, Arts and 
Crafts, Lower Kingshill Fun Day and a trip out 
to Weston Super Mare. Activities were chosen 
through prior consultation with young people.  
Evaluation was carried out post activities 
including informal feedback from parents and 
young people, written evaluations on post it 
notes and photographs. 
 
There were a total of 23 children with 10 being 
male and 13 female. Four  7yrs, five 8 yrs, 
three 10 yrs, five 11 yrs and 5 12 yrs.  

 
1 black, 1 Irish, 3 Welsh, 18 White, British 
 
The children came from the GL11 district, Cam Dursley, Meadowvale, Kingshill Estate, Woodfields 
Estate and Draycott. 
 
The programme went very well, with children very motivated to join in each session. Feedback from 
parents was also good. The photography walk was particularly popular with many children making 
new friends. All return thoroughly worn out including the adults! The variety of sessions may have 
added to the success of the project. 
 
There were problems with ensuring parents registered their child before taking part in the activities. 
Young people were turning up expecting to go on trips without an adult to give permission. One child 
had to be turned away due to this problem. This particular child would have benefitted enormously 
from taking part in the project. 
 
GL11have identified the demand for this project again and will be applying for funding from the 
Gloucestershire Youth Fund to carry this on through 2007/2008. 
 
In terms of partnership working we worked closely with World Jungle, TLC and Lower Kingshill 
Management Co-operative. The young people were able to access and enjoy this project due to the 
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partnership working in terms of planning, resources and recruiting volunteers. Working with several 
other providers of services, independent entertainers and local people made the project happen 
even if the weather was not so kind! 
 
The success and enjoyment gained from the project can be seen through the photographs . The 
young people were completely engaged and even returned to help tidy up the gardens and grounds 
at GL11. 2 boys also engaged with The Bike Shed project and were able to get their bikes 
overhauled and maintained, an invaluable experience especially for those living in circumstances 
beyond their control. 
 
 
World Jungle – Youth Showcase Event 

A series of workshops were held with different 
groups in terms of style and genre. Each group 
worked towards a performance in the Youth 
Showcase Event to be held on 9th November at 
Lister’s Hall, Dursley.  
 
TRI Dz Workshops – Dance workshops led by 
young person to develop performance group.  
This group is linked into the well known Bristol 
Dance Group Messy Jam and has regular input 
from tutor Remi Tawose from Bristol.  Workshops 
were held once a week every week during the 
summer holidays and twice a week every week 

during term time up to the Showcase event on 9th November. 
 
The Showcase event was instead of the original plan of holding a youth showcase event on Dursley 
Recreation field during the Summer due to the weather problems.  Young people involved in the 
planning decided they wanted the event indoors and Listers Hall in Dursley was chosen as a 
suitable venue. 
 
Capones Nightclub are fully supporting the event and providing rehearsal space, equipment and 
help towards costumes. 
 
DJ and MC groups (Mad Man Militance) These groups will be having workshops with Dan Hellen 
from Dursley and Pete Collins from Bristol leading up to the Showcase event. 
 
Spin Out breakdance – this group from a deprived area of Dursley – Highfields – uses the local 
primary school to rehearse and will be developing a new dance routine for the showcase – regular 
Tuesday dance sessions will form part of the planning. 
 
All groups will also have the opportunity to perform at the Undiscovered Youth Talent Contest in 
Stroud with the Door Youth Group and the Youth Service Showcase in Cheltenham as well as the 
Engage festival in South Gloucestershire.. 
 
Participants were mainly from Cam and Dursley – although there were some young people from 
Bristol and Gloucester involved in the Showcase event planning.  The majority of  young people 
involved  are classed as at risk of exclusion or NEET and from hard to reach groups and 
disadvantaged areas in Cam and Dursley.   A large number are known to the Police who are very 
supportive of the project. 
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Ages:  11-14 = 70, 15-18 = 110 
Gender: Female = 120, Male = 60 
Ethnicity: White British = 160, Black = 10, Asian = 3, Other = 7 

 
Total 180 – this is an estimate – final figures after 9 th Nov 
 
The young people involved in the showcase and workshops have been extremely motivated and 
committed – they have come forward with lots of ideas, how they want things to run involved many, 
many more young people from the area and have ideas on how to continue what they are doing.  
This just shows that these young people - seen as a problem by so many in the area  - are actually 
doing something that interests them and motivates them, are keen, committed and very skilled. 
 
Major barriers to this project have been transport.  We desperately need local, easily accessible 
transport for young people from Cam and Dursley to be able to visit other youth groups, attend other 
events and perform in the County.  The lack of transport and the high cost of hiring it (30 seater bus 
minimum) puts local young people at a distinct disadvantage with other youth groups in the County. 
 
World Jungle will be looking for further funding to continue the workshops and events – they will also 
be working with the young people to develop them as trainers and help them set up their own 
community and youth groups. 
 
World Jungle worked in close partnership with the Cam and Dursley Youth Partnership, Capones 
Night Club, Listers Hall and Dursley Youth Centre. 
 
SoS funding enabled this project to run– without it the project could not have sustained costs and it 
has made such a difference to the lives of local young people which, it was hoped, will continue and 
cascade down to other young people. 
 
Lots of press and pictures and video available on our website www.worldjungle.org.uk 
 
 
APPENDIX A 
 
 
Youth Partnership Group List        
 
NAME ORGANISATION 
Baker, Keith    Connexions 
Dowdeswell, Ryan  Gini 
Holborow, Joyce     Rednock School 
James, Danny    Dursley Youth Centre 
Jones, Viv     TLC 
Lloyd, Marion    LKMC 
Manning, Jane    TLC 
 Cam Congregational  
Ordonez, Katie    Stroud College 
Patten, Emma    GRIP 

 

 
Stavros  Praki Old Bell Hotel 
Brenda Billington  Connexions 
Ward, Ben    Play England 
Wheeler, Geoff    Vale Vision 
Linda Kitchen Connexions 
Tim Maddox GRIP 
Angela Gillingham Dursley Pool and Sports 
Marilyn McKechnie GL11 Community project 
Miranda Clifton Cam Parish Council 
Karobi Hayden GCC 
  
 

 


